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POLITICAL. 


Tux Akhbdr-i- Alam (Meerut) of the 20th June states that. Circulation, 
a oes 42 100 copies. 
The alleged enlistment it appears from a telegram date 
of a Turkoman army by 10th J une, received from Tehran, that 
* Russia has enlisted 27,000 ( sic.) Tur- 
komans into her army. As the news has been published in the 
Pioneer, there remains little or no doubt as to its truth. The 
Turkomans are a very brave, patriotic, and énterprising people. 
They are patient and capable of bearing great hardships and 
privations, and there is great union among them. Dr. Spenser 
has spoken in very high terms of the bravery and courage 
of this tribe in his Prophet of Khiva. Changez Khan belonged 
to this tribe. The Turkomans kept the Russians at bay for 
the last one hundred years. It reflects great credit on the 
shrewdness of Russians that they have been able to conquer 
uch a people. The mere enlistment of a Turkoman army 
peaks volumes in favour of their’ prestige in Central Asia. 
The object of these military preparations on their part is no 
‘ecret. Although there is no immediate danger of a Russian 
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advance, the Government of India should make timely prepa- 
rations for any emergency. No redactions should be effected 
in the Indian army, as are at present contemplated by the 
Government. Camps of Exercise should be frequently held, 


and no pains should be spared to inerease the efficiency of the 
army. 


The Vritta Dhdrd (published in Mar&thi at Dhär) of the 
19th June says that some time ago it 
was rumoured that Russia intended to 
espouse the cause of Aiyub Khan and to make him Amir of 
Kabul. Now news has been receired to the effect that she 
has resolved to organise an army of 47,000 Turkomans. 
The Amir of Kabul himself lately held a durbar, at which all 
his chiefs and sardars gave him assurances of their loyalty 
to him. Considering all these things together we are natur- 
rally led to the conclusion that Russia intends to send an 
expedition to Afghanistan. Obviously Abdu-l-Rabman is no 
match for her, and therefore the British Govern should 
be prepared to help him. 


The same, 


The Mashtr-i-Qaisar (Lucknow) of the 20th Jane, refer- 
ring to the alleged enlistment of 
47,000 Turkomans by Russia, ex- 
presses surprise that the Government of India is reducing its 
army while Russia is enlisting new forces in Central Asia. 


The same. 


The Najmu-l- Hind (Moradabad) of the 15th June (received 
on the 19th idem) states that. Russia 
has been steadily advancing, towards 
Central Asia. She has already taken possession of Merv; and 
has won the good-will of the people. They have pre ised. 
keep all passes open. Russia has also acquired a greas4 

ence in Persia. Russian boundary is now at no great dis 
from Herat. The British Government nn no longer pla 
any faith in the false assurances of i : 


Russia in Central Asia. 
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isa key to India, and its evacuation at the end of the late 


Kabul war was a great mistake. 


The Kol-i- Vur (Lahore) of the 21st June states that it is 
The British envoyat Ka- à matter of great satisfaction that Sar- 
bul. dar Muhammad Afzal Khan, C. S. I., 
has been welcomed everywhere in Afghanistan, on his way 
to Kabul. There is every reason to hope that a better fate 
is in store for him than that which befell Major Cavagnari. 
At the time of the despatch of Major Cavagnari's embassy, the 
Afghans were under the impression that the British Govern- 
ment was secretly bent on an occupation of their country. 
The ex-Amir himself shared in the same belief and instiga- 
ted the massaere of the embassy. Abdu-l-Rahman Khan has 
freed the country of all fanatic sardars, and possesses the full 
confidence of the Government of India. It is to be hoped 
that he will act in accordance with the advice of our envoy 
in all matters. The first thing to which he should direct his 
attention is the encouragement of trade between India and 
Afghanistan, 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


A corrrespondent of the Aftdb-t-Hind (Jallandhar) of the 


W ei Itch June highly opproves of the 
boards to be addressed as recent resolution of the Government 


Rue Bahad d : 
Bahadur, “™* Khan of India on local self-government 


: and thanks Lord Ripon for it. But 
the writer disapproves of the proposal that members of local 
boards should be addressed as Rae Bahadur and Khan Baha- 
dur as long as they serve on local boards. These titles have 
hitherto been bestowed on persons in recognition of some 
eminent services rendered to Government, and are held in 
respect by the public, but when they are bestowed on thirty 
or forty ordinary persons in every district, they will neces- 
earthy be brought into contempt. Some new title should be 
devised for members of local boards. „5 Pee aa 
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The Naiyar-t-Asim (Moradabad) of the 19th June states 
8 that Bengalis condemn the Arms Act 
| as unnecessary and oppressive, but 
they are mistaken. Education has not yet made so great 
progress in the country that the people could be safely 
allowed to bear arms. The repeal of the Act would at once 


lead to a great increase of crime. Any respectable person 
has no difficulty in obtaining a license to keep arms. 


The Reformer (Lahore) of the 19th June says that the 
Chief Justice of the Calcutta High 
dames tat tetas Court is about to go on leave for three 


the Calcutta High Court 
Sarina. the absence.of the months. The question is who should 


n Sir Richard Garch, be appointed to act in his place 

during his absence. Fitherto the 
most senior man among the Puisne Judges of the Court 
has been always appointed to officiate for the Chief Justice 
in his absence, Happily the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Romesh 
Chandra Mittar is at present senior to all other Judges, and 
is therefore, in accordance with the usual practice, entitled 
to be appointed Officiating Chief Justice on the present octa- 
sion, Moreoyer, he is also quite fit for the post. But of 
course his only fault is that he is a native. Besides the 
native press even the Indian Daily News has strongly urged 
his claims. We hope that Lord Ripon will nok overlook his 


claims simply because he is a native. 


The Sdhas (the Bengali paper of Allahabad) of the 21¹ 
June, in regard to the local self · gor 
erumeut scheme of Lord ‘Bipon, re- f 

marks that the scheme will be equally beneficial both to Indis 
and England. English officers are accustomed to exercise un- 
controlled powers in India, and on their retirement they neces= 
sarily carry home their love of power with them. Since the 
establishment of a rapid communication between Eng ne and 
India, the number of Englishmen has largely inereased in 
this country, and thousands of. them go back ta. England oy 
year after completiug their service heros. he inersate 


Locyl self-government, 
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men in England, who have been accustomed to wield 
irresponsible power, cannot but be prejudicial to the con- 


stitutional form of government which exists there. The same 


was the real cause of the fall of the great Roman empire. But 
the local self-government scheme will temper the Indian 
despotism. Lord Ripon deserves the gratitude. both of Eng- 


land and India for this scheme. There is no doubt that his 


name will be always mentioned with love and honor by 
natives. | 


The same paper states that there is no doubt that the 


‘The increare of litiga- people have now great facilities in 
tion. obtaining justice. The Government 


has so largely established courts throughout the country that 


every man has, as it were, justice administered at his own 
door. But we regret to say that such an extensive establish- 
ment of courts has not proved an unmixed good. It has made 
the people litigious, and the heavy cost of litigation is caleu- 
lated to bring about their ruin. Formerly, under the native 
rule, when courts were not so easily accessible, if two or 
more persons had any quarrel with each other, they either 
themselves settled it amicably, or the village panchdyat 
interfered and settled it, The panchdyat had no difficulty in 


finding ont the facts in every case, The people seldom. 
resorted to courts. As educated men are now generally to be 


found in every place, the panchdyat system could be revived 
with great advantage. In that case the people would be 
saved the great trouble and expense to which they are at 
present exposed in litigating, and the Government would be 
also able to abolish many courts, on ae 


The Delhi Punch (Lahore) of the 14th June (received on 
The Viceroy’s Legisla- the 18th idem) states that the Vioe- 


Live Co * 6 98 — 21 8 2 
2 roy’s legislative council like munici- 


bal committees is a huge sham, ‘The Viceroy is all power- 
fl, and has everything his own way. The native. members 


re generally old and oorpnlent men and have.¢ long tail of 
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titles ; 601 they are really good- or- nothing. They sit quietly 
at the council like statues in a museum. Their only busi- 
ness is to say ditto to what the Viceroy says. If any mem- 
ber foolishly disagrees with the President in any matter, 
such a severe rebuke is administered to him that he does not 
forget it for life. Sométimes the members openly avow how 
much they fear the Viceroy. At the time of the repeal of 
the Press Act, Maharaja Jotendra Mohan Tagor declared 
from his seat at the council that he had supported the Act 
simply through fear of Lord Lytton. Although the Acts of the 
Viceroy’s Legislative Council are generally applicable to the 


whole of India, all the provinces are not represented at the 


Council; as for instance, there is no member for the Panjab 
at present in the council. Moreover, due publicity is not 
given by the council to its Bills to elicit public opinion, and 
therefore its Acts and Regulations are necessarily faulty, and 
do more harm than good. Copies of Bills should be supplied 
to the editors of English and Vernacular papers, and should be 
also largely circulated among the people through district 
officers. 


The same paper contains a picture in which British Hesi- 

_ dents are represented as pouring spi- 

1 — =, rituous liquors from bottles into glasses 

use of spirituons — held by Native Chiefs, and encour- 

n aging them to drink them off. Two 

chiefs lie dead, one of whom is said to have died from 

the effects of intempérance in 1865 and * other in 
1878. . 


The Wagdya-i- Alam (Ghazipur) of the 19th Jon com- 
- plains that the vernacular notice issued 
notice issued by districs by district magistrates inviting 8 


The form of vernacular 


officers inviting members 


7 ed i in very objectionable: terms, | 
terms used in the notice are such as are o used in 
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issued by courts to accused persons or such as are used by 
persons addressing slaves or menial servants. The members 


do not object to the use of such terms, because some of them 


are quite illiterate and do not understand the terms, and others 
aro afraid that if they object, the magistrate may be displeased 
with them and dismiss them. The notice should be in the 
form-of a letter, and should be written in courteous terms. 
It is to be hoped that the local self-government scheme will 
secure a better class of men for municipal committees who 
will not tolerate such things. 2 


The Oudh Akhbdr (Lucknow) of the 23rd June, says that 


The decay of eye · sight : , 
among the students in 21st June complains that one student 


— ce - out of every three in upper classes in 
schools and colleges in India suffers from short-sightedness 
or watery-eye, and that consequently the use of spectacles is 
greatly in vogueamong them. The writer in the Pioneer 
ascribes this decay of their eye-sight to over-study, but we 
are disposed to think that it is more due to the comparatively 


small type in which English books are géneraliy printed than 


toover-study. Persian books are lithographed in larger cha- 
racters. Moreover, there is no doubt that an English student 
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The Lawrence Gacette (Meerut) of the 14th Jane, in regard 
to the question of education, is of opinion 
that the time has not yet arrived when the 
Government could safely withdraw its aid from high eduea- 
tion. The withdrawal of State support would prove a death- 
blow to it. All progress in this country depends more on 
the spread of high education than that of elementary educa- 
tion. : 
The following is an extract from the remarks made by the 


The Punjab University English supplement to the Anjuman-i- 
pte Panjab of the 21st June on the Panjab 


High edacation. 


University Bill:— 


“ Whilst reserving the careful 3 of the Bill toa 
fature occasion, the following points already — to us, on 
its first perusal, as requiring commendation :. 


“ First and foremost the Oriental titles and Yom 
degrees in Arts should be distinctly mentioned.“ ‘eis 


“ Secondly—-The clause requiring a candidate for examin- 3 
ation to be educated at an affiliated College or School should 
be expunged, as this is distinctly opposed to the principles 
and practice of the institution, and tends to suppress the ‘self- 
help of private students, who may be engaged in offices 
and yet be desirous to compete for Degrees in Arts. It also 
prevents Maulvis and Pandits from coming up for the Oriental 
examinations by forcing them to go to the Oriental C Jolt ‘ , 
whereby the expense on scholarships will be largely increas 


here is no objection in any quarter to the Oriental cls sign! Cpe" 
hitherto conferred hy the Panjab University College and embodied pat 
‘ Amended Draft Bill of the Senate’ of Pandit, Maulvi, Munshi, & wendy Pham, 
ous grades. The Senate also recommend equivalent degrees crm” 
pending titles in the Vernacular to B. A. rp M. A. e 

“In Panjab Government's No. 1277, dated 30th March, 18 1,100 ees 
its Draft Bill of that year to the Government of India for transmit” 
the Secretary of State, the Lieutenant- Governor proposts Wr aad 
vernacular equivalents for the degrees of M. A. and B. J to Ae nene 
candidates passing 2 examination for Honors and E * th. Protigieney r. 
Theee titles, which ay been suggested by the Faculty Of SFM, ner 
most appropriate which the . — — toseleet Wh ae 
curriculum.“ 


( 398 ) 


4 Thirdly.—The present Bill throws all the power into the 
hands of those. Members of the Senate who may happen to 
be present at Lahore or Simla at the meetings of that body. 
The present practice of giving, at least, a fortnight s notice of 
all subjects to be discussed by the Senate to all its members in 
India, and obtaining their, written opinions for consideration, if 
they are unable to attend in person, is a far better plan, and 
maintains the interest of every member in the institution. 


“ Fourthly.—It was promised that application would be 
made by Government to Her Most Excellent Majesty the 
Queen, whose present title of Katsan-1-Hinp was first sug- 
gested and advocated in the Anjuman i- Nunja, to confer the 
distinction of Her name as ‘ Patron’ of the University, 
which has founded so many Fellowships and Scholarships in 
honor of members of the Royal Imperial family ; that the 
_ Viceroy should be its Vice-Patron ; that the subscribing ! Ra- 

jahs should’ be styled its ‘ Governors,’ as is the practice in 
numerous educational institutions in England, and that the 
Founders should be its Life-Members.’ To keep faith in 
these respects may not be necessary from a purely legislative 
point of view, but is indispensable i in honor and justice, whilst 
its excellent political effect on the Ohiefs one Raises cannot 
be over-estimated. , 


“ Fifthly.—The 1 Oriental College, which pn | 
to the native donors the conception of the Oriental University . 
as a teaching body, the Bait-ul-ulum or Mahavidy ala, ae 
to which they subscribed, should be incor porated in the new 
University, as an integral part of it in its teaching capacity, 
the Lahore Government College ae, which is #0 intimately 
connected: with the Senate by the ‘ constitati tion of the. Peer . 


sent University College, should re re sen 5 toc i ng func ction 
on the English side, whilst the Law School, which it entirely : 
maintains as well as the Lahore Medical School ind the En- 
gineering Classes, small us they still are, should not be af mit- 
ted when the University is desigas ted as ag body, 
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which it should be in the Bill, as well as a literary body for 
the encouragement of . and Oriental classical author- 
ship, and of research generally. ‘It seems incongruous to try 
to adopt the Acts constituting mere examining bodies, like 
the Universities of Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras, to an 
institution which has been declared, on Viceregal authority, to 
be already, ‘in all except the name, the only complete Uni- 
versity in India, whether we Tegard it as a W as an 
examining, or as a literary body. 


The Sajjan Kirti Sudhdékar (Udaipur) of the 19th i 


Hindi vereus Urdu. states that Hindi and not Urdu is the 


language of the people. The use of 
Urdu characters i in courts is a source of great inconvenience 


to the people, especially in the interior of the country. When 
a peasant receives a summon or any order from a court, he 
has to travel a long distance in search of an Urdu-knowing 
man to know its contents. Attempts have several times been 
made by some European officers to introduce the use of Hindi 
characters in courts, but they have always been uns 

owing to the opposition of Urdu-knowing European officers. 
If Government encouraged Hindi, there is no doubt thet 
elementary education would make rapid progress in the 


country. We hope that Lord * will take this maler into 
consideration. 


The Arya Darpan of the 15th June bes on the 
20th idem) points out the defect : at > 

Urdu alphabet, and remarks fist * 

Urdu is the court lan guage in the North-Western Province 
Oudh, and the Panjab, it is necessarily in ‘vogue ’ n no . . Be : 
official classes in those provinces, but 9 other. classes | 
the community read Hindi. oa 
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NATIVE STATES. 


The Ratna Prakdsh Ratlam) of the 8th June bestes 
The recruitment of the on the 2ist June) says that it appears 


_ publie service in-Jaipar that the Jaipur Government has issued 
from th ines. of the an order to ‘he effect that the students 
of the Jaipur College should be preferred for employment in 
the public service in that state to other candidates. There is 
‘no doubt that an educated man can better perform his duties 
‘than an illiterate man. We hope that other Native States 


will follow the example of the Jaipur Darbar. 


POST-OFFICE. 1 
The Lawrence Gazette (Meerut) of the 1 4th June (received Circulation, 
on the 19th idem). praises the Post- * 
The branch post-office 
at the city in Meerut, master-General of these provinces for 
raising the branch post-office at the 
city in Benares to the status of a sub-post office, and asks 
him also to make the branch post-office at the city in 
Meerut a sub-post office, in order that it may have the 
power to pay money-orders, &. The district post-office is 
situated at the cantonment, which is more than two miles 
from the city, and therefore the inhabitants of the eity n are 
put to great inconvenience in dealing with it, eee 


| LOCAL. 
A Hindu correspondent of the Panjabi Alle (iki 


Quarrel between the 3 of the 14th June, writing from Guj- 
F canwalle alahie that on the Be June 
5 dn on the pat five Musalmans of Baddoke Wazir- 

„nun abad, Gujranwala, intended to > kil 
an ox, at a short distance from the village. 
Hindu Gushdins of the village heard ol this, six or seven 6 nf 3 
them hurried to the = and ende eavoured 10 dias ade ae 
inexorable. In thé W bo th pe pe ton . a d reaforeo 
ments, and a fight ensued in which, . 1 2 
When the police heard of the aff 
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of action, and arrested both the Hindus and Musalmans. 
The Musalmans should refrain from killing kine in deference 
to the feelings and prejudices of their Hindu brethren, 


A correspondent of the - Hind (Lahore) of the 
he alleged. e sion 13th June, pte from Jandiala in 
2 Amritsar, complains that Chauhar 
mritaar Zaildars. f 
e Singh, a Zaildar, his brother 
Singh, : a Municipal Commissioner, and Ishar Singh, a 
have formed a conspiracy with each other and greatly oppress 


the people. | 


The Kavivachan Sudhé Benares) of the 19th June, in its 
local news dolumn, complains that 
one or two thieves have lately appeared, 
who generally rob every womah—who happens to go 
‘Machharhatta, Kashipura, or Saptsägar, to bathe or for 
‘other purpose—of her ornaments, Several thefts of this ki 
have taken place within the last week. The magi 
should see to this. 


The Koh-i-Nér (Lahore) of the 21st June highly pr 
of the introduction, by the ep 
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2 


Theft at Benares. 


The introduction of the 
rules for the prevention Commissioner of 


~ 3 — advice of the Sanitary omm! a 
limits at Lahore. of the rules for the prevention of . 0 
spread of venereal disease within municipe U Limits at an 
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